
This scripture speaks of the fruit of her hands
and her own works praising her in the gates of
the city. Throughout the church in every
denomination, we have copyright laws on songs,
music, books, Bible study materials, teaching
tapes, etc., etc. Why? It’s there to try to stop us
from stealing other believers’ works, gifts and
talents, and hopefully stop them from stealing
ours. How sad it is that this law is needed in the
church. Believers in Christ should not need a law
to stop us from stealing someone else’s fruit. 

We’re told in the copyright law that we may
ask permission to use someone’s material. Honest
people do this. However, many break the law and
steal. You may be wondering why I am talking
about the copyright law. It’s to point out another
godly character quality in the Proverbs 31 lady.
She was not a hypocrite. She lived a godly life,
and her relationship with her Lord helped her to
apply all that He taught her. She did not steal the
praise from the fruit of someone else’s work. She
was praised for her own work. 

This scripture in the NIV reads, “Give her the
reward she has earned, and let her works bring
her praise at the city gate.” Beloved, did you
know that when we work hard studying and
applying God’s Word in our lives, that God will
reward us? Our reward is the peace, joy and
fulfillment that only comes from a life that
glorifies Jesus Christ. 

People saw the fruit in her life, in her marriage
and in her children. It did not come easy. Any

farmer will tell you how hard it is to produce fruit
and vegetables.

As a young believer years ago, I told God I
would only teach what I was daily living in my
own life. I wanted the fruit to start at home. I did
not want my husband to hear me on the phone 
or speaking to people and say, “That was good,
Janice. I wish you were living it at home.” 

Daily, I read and obeyed the Bible. As I applied
the Word of God in every situation in my life, 
the Holy Spirit was faithful to bring forth fruit 
for Jesus’ glory. It took God’s amazing grace,
discipline, hard work and the power of the Holy
Spirit to change my life and marriage. Like a
farmer, I had to break up and till the hard ground
of pride, stubbornness and rebellion in my heart. 
I daily planted the seed of God’s Word. I daily
weeded out unforgiveness, anger, bitterness and
all other sins of my flesh. 

It’s good to learn from our pastor’s preaching,
godly books, tapes and radio and to eat of their
fruit. However, there’s nothing to beat the joy of
spending time with Jesus ourselves and praying
His Word, allowing Him to transform our lives
and share our fruit with others. We don’t need to
steal the fruit of other’s gifts and talents and put
our name on it. God wants to give us our own.

Don’t Steal Your 
Neighbor’s Fruit

“Give her the fruit of her hands, and let her own works 
praise her in the gates of the city!”  Proverbs 31:31 Amplified Version
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